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No jail time after bus assault
B.C. powers up electric vehicles
Aging online 
software to 
be replaced
By ASHLEY VIENS
T
he sentence handed to a man 
convicted of punching a bus driv-
er in the face has sparked out-
rage from both the victim and his 
supporters.
Del Louie was found guilty of assault 
and handed an 18-month conditional 
sentence and two years probation at 
the Main Street courthouse on Tues-
day morning. 
Louie punched Charles Dixon, a bus 
driver for Coast Mountain Bus Compa-
ny, in the head on Feb. 15, 2011.
Dixon had asked Louie not to board 
from the back of the bus.
Don MacLeod, president of CAW Lo-
cal 111, the union representing Metro 
Vancouver bus drivers, was very out-
spoken after the sentence hearing.
“This sentence is totally unaccept-
able,” he said. 
“Dixon suffers with this assault to-
day, like many of our members from 
past [assaults] still do,” he added. 
“Where is the justice? Where is the jail 
time for somebody who assaults a bus 
driver?” 
Judge Karen Walker said she consid-
ered both Louie’s health issues and 
First Nations ancestry in handing down 
her sentence.
Crown Prosecutors had asked for 
nine to 12 months jail time with 18 
months house arrest.
Speaking outside the courthouse, 
Dixon was adamant that the sentence 
implied that it is no longer safe for op-
erators or passengers on Vancouver 
buses. 
“The decision that came down today 
wasn’t good enough, the message 
wasn’t strong enough. It just blows me 
away why the good people of this city 
put up with this,” he said.
“I don’t think the punishment fits the 
crime here today. I’ve been on ‘house 
arrest’ [with injuries] for 14 months. 
That’s four months shy of what he 
gets,” said Dixon, breaking down as he 
described the extent of his injuries.
“I don’t care what ancestry he is 
from,” said Dixon. “He knew what he 
was doing, he knew how to throw one 
hell of a punch. You can’t use aborigi-
nal ancestry as an excuse to commit 
crimes, I’m sorry.” 
“I’m sorry for what was done to the 
Aboriginal people 148 years ago, but 
that doesn’t stand true today,” he add-
ed.
Dixon didn’t know if the Crown was 
going to appeal the court’s decision.
The terms of Louie’s two-year proba-
tion include 200 hours of community 
service. He is also not to contact the 
victim and must abstain from drugs 
and alcohol.
Victim says ruling indicates it is no longer safe on Vancouver buses
After a selection process, 
Langara settles on new 
smartphone-friendly      
Desire2Learn application
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Charles Dixon, the bus driver who was assaulted 14 months ago, expresses his displeasure with the judge’s ruling on Tuesday.
By OmAR SHARIff
One of the most important sections of the Langara College website will undergo a major overhaul 
come this fall.
The Blackboard application on the 
myLangara website, used for online 
coursework, will be replaced with the 
new Desire2Learn program starting 
Sept. 4.
Carol Elder, educational technology 
advisor and a library and information 
technology instructor, said the new De-
sire2Learn product has many useful 
features that will appeal to students at 
Langara.
“It has good mobile applications — 
so the ability to use it on a mobile de-
vice,” said Elder.  “It was better devel-
oped that way, and when faculty and 
some students did some testing for us  . 
. . they preferred the Desire2Learn 
product.”
Langara chose this new program be-
cause the Blackboard program will no 
longer be supported after January 
2013.
“It was just an older product, and 
they’ve got a different product that 
they are continuing to develop,” said 
Elder. 
Elder also added how there isn’t 
much of a difference in price between 
the two products.
“The cost effectiveness is about the 
same, in terms of utilizing the prod-
uct,” she explained.
“The college went through a selec-
tion process a year ago,” she said.  “De-
sire2Learn was the preferred product 
for our setting.”
Many of the features that students 
are familiar with on Blackboard will 
By JEREmY SALLY
British Columbians can expect a jolt in support for electric vehi-cles, now that the provincial gov-
ernment has announced that it will 
fund over 500 charging stations along 
major traffic corridors.  
But at the Vancouver International 
Auto Show, Premier Christy Clark was 
mum on details about the plan, despite 
standing in front of a large electric car 
display. 
Instead of promoting the new green 
initiative in a short speech, she high-
lighted the auto industry’s $10-billion 
annual contribution to the B.C. econo-
my.
The president of the New Car Deal-
ers Association of BC, Blair Qualey, 
spoke before Clark and highlighted the 
government’s electric vehicle rebate. 
Afterwards, Ministry of Environ-
ment spokeswoman Andrea Mercer 
described the charging station propos-
al.  
She said this will enable electric ve-
hicle drivers to go farther with their 
vehicle.  Currently, vehicles like the 
Nissan Leaf average 100km of travel, 
the distance between Vancouver and 
Chilliwack,  per charge. 
But both announcements failed to 
See COLLEGE INTRODUCES, page 3
See USEFUL IN THE CITY, page 2
Government unveils 
plan to install hundreds 
of charging stations   
throughout the province
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Clark offered no details as she opened the auto show.
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LSU hosts urban farming event to raise awareness about eating healthily and sustainably
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By CLAYTON PATERSON
I
f the threat of credit card theft 
wasn’t frightening enough already, 
new technology allows thieves to 
steal your information without ever 
physically touching your wallet.
Radio Frequency Identification 
(RFID) chips are becoming more com-
mon on cards carried in wallets, and 
technology exists that allows 
thieves to easily and quickly 
steal the information they 
need.
“[RFID chips] claim to 
make financial transactions 
easier and faster,” said RCMP 
Cpl. Richard De Jong in a 
press release. 
“It is so much easier that 
identity thieves are reading 
your credit cards before you 
even take them out of your 
wallet.”
Devices capable of wire-
lessly skimming this informa-
tion are inexpensive and eas-
ily available on sites such as 
eBay, and as consumer tech-
nology advances, so too does 
the technology to steal infor-
mation.
Near field communication (NFC) is 
technology that allows devices such as 
smartphones to establish radio com-
munication with other devices, but be-
cause the technology is based on exist-
ing RFID standards, it can be turned 
against the consumer to steal credit 
card information.
“Instead of worrying about someone 
walking by you in a crowd pickpocket-
ing you, [people] have to really worry 
about [their] own phone,” said Walt 
Augustinowicz, founder and CEO of 
Identity Stronghold.
Augustinowicz said that it is possi-
ble for a thief to embed code in a seem-
ingly harmless application that, when 
downloaded to a smartphone, can steal 
credit card information from a wallet 
kept in an adjacent pocket.
“Even if these apps aren’t actively 
running, they can still read the infor-
mation,” said Augustinowicz.
Fortunately for those worried about 
having their information stolen, there 
are ways to protect against identity 
thieves.
Companies like Identity Stronghold 
sell accessories such as card and pass-
port sleeves, wallets and cell phone 
cases that block devices from being 
able to receive or transmit private in-
formation.
“These inexpensive items block the 
radio signals needed to read the infor-
mation contained on your RFID cards,” 
said De Jong.
Both Au-
g u st i n ow i c z 
and De Jong 
stressed the 
importance of 
learning how 
to protect 
against infor-
mation theft 
because as 
time goes on 
it’s going to 
become a big-
ger issue.
“This kind 
of nefarious 
t e c h n o l o g y 
comes hand in 
hand with an 
evolving soci-
ety,” said 
Adam Tobias, a first year health sci-
ences student. “It’s all a matter of edu-
cating yourself and learning how to 
protect your information.”
For more information on electronic 
pickpocketing and how to protect your-
self from it, visit www.idstronghold.
com.“Forewarned is forearmed,” said 
De Jong.
By CARLY RHIANNA SMITH
In our rapidly evolving digital age, it seems people still prefer old-fash-ioned methods of communication 
when it comes to their local govern-
ment.
Lauren Hewson, 
legislative and ad-
ministrative ser-
vices manager at 
the city of Co-
quitlam, said the 
city has not at-
tempted to move 
its communication 
entirely online.
“There’s defi-
nitely been discus-
sion about it and 
we do try to pro-
vide additional no-
tice by email, but 
we don’t use it as a 
primary form of 
notice,” said Hews-
on.
Vivienne Wilke, 
Surrey’s general 
manager of finance 
and technology, 
recommended at a 
council meeting on 
Monday that the city be able to elec-
tronically mail notices and documents 
to Surrey residents.
The Local Government Act and the 
Community Charter are two pieces of 
provincial legislation that require mu-
nicipalities to communicate with indi-
viduals by “mail.” 
However, “mail” is restricted to post-
age-prepaid mail delivered by Canada 
Post. 
This means cities are unable to be-
come paperless. Even if an individual 
would prefer to be emailed, the legisla-
tion requires they be sent a physical 
piece of mail.
The city of Surrey apparently spent 
over $800,000 on postage in 2011. The 
amount spent on paper products for 
mail was not provided.  
As the current legislation stands, 
making the move from snail mail to 
email is out of the question. 
Diane Watts is putting forward to 
the province a request for a resolution 
that would allow municipalities to pri-
marily send emails instead of snail 
mail.
Hewson said the city of Coquitlam 
has not been directed by council to re-
place physical notices with email.
They also do a survey of Coquitlam 
residents every year, and the results of 
the past few years have shown people 
are not anxious to make the switch to 
email.
“People by and large are saying they 
want to be notified about city events 
and city issues through the newspaper 
or mail, so the more traditional meth-
ods,” said Hewson.
However, the benefits of sending no-
tices and documents electronically 
would extend beyond finance.
“Going entirely paperless may not 
be feasible because there are people 
that the government has to communi-
cate with that may not have computers 
or email, especially a lot of older peo-
ple, but I would say reducing paper is 
important,” said Ian Hanington, David 
Suzuki Foundation editorial and com-
munications specialist.
In addition to the mass of paper that 
could be saved, mail delivery emits 
greenhouse gasses. 
Pollution and paper waste could be 
reduced if cities were able to send doc-
uments electronically.
By STACY THOMAS
The five-month-long missing women 
inquiry hit another snag today when a 
DNA lab expert, who testified at the 
2007 Robert Pickton trial, was unable to 
testify.  
Kathleen Horley’s testimony was de-
layed due to bureaucratic details. 
Horley’s expertise, which was ex-
pected to create forward momentum in 
the inquiry, will be postponed until 
Wednesday.  
Witnesses who did appear on Tues-
day included Freda Ens, former direc-
tor of the Native Liaison Society, who 
liaised between the Vancouver Police 
Department and aboriginals from 1991 
until 2003.  
Victim assistance worker Morris 
Bates as well as detective constable 
Jay Johns and constable George Law-
son — who were all members of the 
NLS at the time of the Robert Pickton 
trial — also gave testimony.
Lawyer Neil Chantler, representa-
tive of the families of 25 missing and 
murdered B.C. women, questioned the 
witnesses about the role the NLS held 
in the community.
“People coming to you thought they 
were engaging the Vancouver Police 
Department, they thought they were 
coming to you in the same way they 
were coming to the police?” Chantler 
asked Bates.
Bates said yes, but repeatedly stated 
that they did not deal directly with 
missing persons cases, but referred 
them to police. “I’m not a cop,” he said.
When Chantler asked Bates whether 
the NLS was a “drawbridge” to the 
VPD that was “sometimes open and 
closed other times,” Bates had no com-
ment.
The conduct of Sandy Cameron, for-
mer civilian clerk to the missing-wom-
en unit of the VPD, was also reviewed. 
Cameron was responsible for priori-
tizing missing-women related calls 
from 911 call-centres. 
It has been heard during the inquiry 
that she did not accept some calls 
about missing sex 
trade workers and 
that she and two 
police constables 
delayed the investi-
gation into the 
missing women 
with derogatory 
statements about 
prostitutes. 
She has also 
been accused of be-
ing discriminatory 
against aborigi-
nals.
During Tues-
day’s hearing, Ens 
said that through 
her involvement 
with Project Even-
handed — a VPD-
led taskforce into the missing women 
— she has realized that race was not 
the issue that they originally thought.
She said Cameron’s lack of response 
dominated the Project Evenhanded 
meetings.
“Many of those families were upper-
middle-class families. For me that was 
a real eye opener,” Ens said.
“Every family, whether white or 
black or Metis, they were all treated 
the same,” she said.
Identity thieves go electronic
A new era of pickpockets are using smartphone technology to steal 
your personal information without even touching your wallet 
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The Identity Stronghold smartphone application protects your credit 
card and other personal information from electronic theft.
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impress some show-goers.  In the prov-
ince’s ‘CEV forB.C.’ display, attendees 
were overheard commenting about the 
vehicles’ limited range.
Show-goer Ted Haden said that elec-
tric cars are only useful in the city. 
“Vancouver has good transit. People 
that these cars are targeted at, already 
have a way to get around.”
Haden also said that the price of 
electric vehicles made little economic 
sense. Despite high gas prices, a gas-
powered vehicle is still cheaper to run 
in the long-term, he said. 
“It’s a nice car, but it’s really a Chev-
rolet Cruze with a battery and differ-
ent sheetmetal,” said Ted Haden of the 
Chevrolet Volt, one of the electric ve-
hicles on display. “But even with the 
incentive, it’d take years to make up 
the difference.”
Mercedes employee Rod Matthews 
was adamant that electric vehicles are 
out of reach for many people. He toured 
an electric Smart car last year, asking 
Canadians what they would pay for an 
electric vehicle. 
“Most people said they would pay 25 
to 30 thousand [dollars],” said Mat-
thews. “It’s really down to economies 
of scale,” said Tim Vittetoe. 
His company supplies chargers for 
the Nissan Leaf. “Like any technology, 
it needs early adopters to fund the next 
generation of cheaper products.”
Mercer said the province’s $5,000 in-
centive on electric vehicles will have 
an impact, both immediately and down 
the road.
“To get these vehicles down in price, 
they need to be mass produced,” said 
Mercer. “To do that, they are incentiv-
ized now.” The incentive is claimed at 
the point of sale, which lowers the cost 
of a vehicle like Mitsubishi’s ‘i MiEV.’ 
The compact four-door hatchback lists 
at over $32,000. 
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By DENNIS PAGE
T
o help raise awareness about 
health and environmental issues 
surrounding the food we eat, the 
Langara Students’ Union held 
the Urban Farming Festival at the col-
lege on Tuesday.
The event – which featured informa-
tion workshops, guests speakers, live 
music and free food – informed stu-
dents on how to get started growing 
their own food without a garden. It also 
shed light on some negative aspects of 
the modern agriculture and food indus-
try. 
“Lots of the meat that we eat is 
pumped full of hormones and antibiot-
ics that can have a negative effect on 
our body,” said environmental studies 
student Surya Carmichael. “Buying or-
ganic food and growing your own food 
you have a relationship with your food, 
it becomes fun. It’s not just grabbing 
something off the shelf and eating it be-
cause you’re hungry.”
Without the benefit of a nationally 
recognized labeling system and to help 
avoid the confusion of claims made by 
various food vendors, Carmichael said 
speaking with farmers directly at mar-
kets is the best way to find out if their 
food is organic. At the event, a large 
billboard was on display that listed 
food production companies, like Kraft, 
Nestle and Kellogg’s, that should be 
avoided because they support Monsan-
to, the leading manufacturer of geneti-
cally engineered products.
“They use ingredients that are 
grown by genetic engineers,” said Nao-
ko Shiratori who organized the event. 
“That means when you purchase them 
you are contributing to the non-sus-
tainable way of farming.”
For over 20 years, leading food com-
panies have been modifying products 
that they sell to the public, according to 
Shiratori. They have worked against 
initiatives that would require more 
stringent labelling, she added.
“They are not telling us the truth, 
they are hiding something,” said Shira-
tori, who pointed out that in the Euro-
pean Union, strict labelling laws are 
required, but that is not the case in 
North America. “We are not vocal 
enough to ask for regulations. In other 
countries, people are demanding ‘we 
want to know what’s in our food,’” said 
Shiratori.
“We want the information to be 
open, to be public.” 
Summer courses focus on eco-issues
By AGUSTINA COCCARO
 
The Langara Environmental Insti-tute is offering three new courses this summer that focus on the 
technical and social issues surround-
ing global energy use. 
Eco-conscious students will have the 
opportunity to receive six university 
transfer credits in six weeks while 
studying the effects of global climate 
change.
Physics professor Robin Macqueen 
is teaming up with history professor 
Craig Keating to offer students two 
new courses: Environmental History 
and the physics-based Energy and the 
Environment.
“In the physics course we will be 
looking at energy 
use of traditional 
sources such as oil 
and natural gas,” 
Macqueen said. 
“Also we look at 
the alternatives 
like solar, wind 
and the other 
sources we need to 
transition to, 
whether we like it 
or not.” 
“Students need 
a balanced perspective that not only is 
climate change a technical problem but 
also a cultural one,” said Keating. “ We 
need to rethink some fundamental 
ideas of our society and how we live, to 
get through this problem.”
The third course that is being of-
fered through the program is a semi-
nar that will include films, guest speak-
ers and fieldtrips focusing on 
environmental issues in Vancouver.
“We have access to some interesting 
sites like the solar 
[thermal systems] 
at the North Van-
couver Library 
and we’re going to 
arrange a tour of 
the Grouse Moun-
tain Wind Tur-
bine,” said Mac-
queen. “It will be a 
very exciting and 
rewarding part of 
the package.”
Registration for the Langara Envi-
ronment Institute is now open. The 
program runs from May 7 to June 21. 
Environmental Institute 
is offering six credits for 
three new enviro courses
Urban farm event raises awareness of modern agriculture
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Spring arrives in the LSU with the 
Urban Farming Festival (above). 
Naoko Shiratori, who organized 
the event, poses for a shot during 
her busy afternoon (right).
Spring arrives in the LSU
still be available on the Desire2Learn 
platform.
“It’s a very intuitive product,” said 
Elder.  “It still has discussions and con-
tent and you [still] upload assignments. 
Many of those features work in very 
similar ways.”
Courses being offered this summer 
will still be completed through the-
Blackboard program. For those stu-
dents who are worried about mastering 
a new program, there will be work-
shops hosted in the new school year.
“[There] will be face-to-face orienta-
tions familiarizing students with the 
product,” said Elder.  “They will be of-
fered starting in early September.”
There are close to 70 post-secondary 
institutions worldwide that currently 
use the Desire2Learn product, includ-
ing B.C. schools like Camosun College-
and BCIT.
Continued from page 1
College introduces 
new online platform
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Seasons fest will be electric 
Underground electronic music takes over downtown this weekend
By QUINN MELL-COBB
E
lectronic music will be filling the 
air downtown this weekend with 
this year’s Seasons Electronic 
Music Festival hitting Vancouver.
The four-day festival, now in its sec-
ond year, is one of the most anticipated 
concerts for electronic lovers in Great-
er Vancouver.
“In terms of electro and hardstyle 
(music) in Vancouver, this probably 
can’t be beat,” said Davis Weston, a 
Langara business student who spends 
his time away from school in the DJ 
booth.
Thursday’s kick-off party will fea-
ture Swedish house duo Cazzette at 
Venue Nightclub. 
Friday’s sold-out event featuring DJ 
AN21 will be held at Celebrities night-
club. The main event taking place on 
Saturday featuring electro legends Ar-
min Van Buuren, Morgan Page, and 
Swedish House Mafia’s Steve Angello 
will take place at the Vancouver Con-
vention Centre. 
“(Angello) might be as close as we 
get to seeing Swedish House Mafia in 
Vancouver,” Weston said. “It’s going to 
get crazy in there once he starts play-
ing.”  
The festivities will come to on Sun-
day with a performance from Gemini 
and Koan Sound at Celebrities. 
Although electronic music has not 
yet hit the mainstream and remains 
largely underground, the artists per-
forming at the festival are superstars in 
their own right.
Cazzette is the one of the biggest 
acts to emerge out of Sweden, the coun-
try has become synonymous with pro-
ducing exciting electronic music with 
the emergence of Avicii and the Swed-
ish House Mafia. 
Cazzette’s rise to fame came from a 
remixed Avicii track the duo put to-
gether last year. The track climbed the 
dance charts and solidified their spot in 
the electronic industry.
Van Buuren, Page and Angello all 
have high-ranking songs on the Beat-
port charts, the electronic music coun-
terpart to the Billboard rankings. In 
particular, Page’s “Body Work,” a col-
laboration with Canadian indie singers 
Tegan and Sara, has been steadily 
climbing the chart over the last few 
weeks.
 Angello and his co-conspirators that 
in Swedish House Mafia, Sebastian In-
grosso and Axel Hedfors (better known 
by his stage name Axwell), recently re-
leased their much-anticipated single 
Greyhound.
Thes song debuted during the 
group’s sold-out December show at 
New York City’s Madison Square Gar-
den, and has been much-clamored for 
ever since by DJs and listeners alike.
The trio came together in 2008 and 
since then they have  released a string 
of hit tracks. They have won multiple 
awards including a MTV europe award 
and most recently a European Border 
Breaker Awards. For more informa-
tion, visit:
www.seasonsfestival.com
www.blueprintevents.ca.
By ROSS ARMOUR
Michael Ignatieff is making a re-turn from the wilderness this week but this time it has noth-
ing to do with politics.
Ignatieff’s novel Scar Tissue has 
been made into a play and is being 
opened by the Vancouver Arts Club on 
Thursday.  
Playing at the Arts Club’s Revue 
stage on Granville Island, the play 
stars Craig Erickson, Kelk Jeffery, Me-
gan Leitch and Gabrielle Rose.
The main character David, por-
trayed by Erickson, places his mother 
Mary in a care home after she is diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease and 
her condition worsens. 
Soon after, David sets about unravel-
ing the two-decades-old mystery: why 
did his mother completely give up her 
ability and skills in art?
“Struggling for connection with our 
aging loved ones is a battle many of us 
go through. It is certainly the source of 
my own obsession with this piece,” 
said playwright Dennis Foon. 
After one day, David arrives at the 
home with arts supplies and asks his 
mother to paint a portrait of him.                        
She refuses, instead asking him to 
paint grey all over her canvases and 
previous work.   
 “Trying to make sense out of infir-
mity, having to watch those we love 
fade away, we hope against hope to find 
closure in these crucial, formative rela-
tionships.”
Foon also spoke about the connec-
tion a child will always have with their 
family. 
“A situation where the child, still 
aching for the love of a parent, remains 
very much alive in all of us.”
Foon was the co-founder of Vancou-
ver’s Green Thumb Theatre and served 
as Artistic Director for 12 years. 
He has received numerous awards 
for his plays including the British The-
atre Award, two Chalmers Awards and 
the Jesse Richardson Career Achieve-
ment Award. 
Foon describes Ignatieff’s novel as “a 
powerful piece of fiction, both an emo-
tional journey about Alzheimer’s and a 
philosophical examination of memory 
and loss.”
The play runs till April 28.   
Don’t spend your Easter 
weekend looking for eggs. 
Try these unique events!
By AUDREY McKINNON
If you’re not one of the lucky few who can nab one of the last $130 tickets to viral singer Gotye at the Vogue The-
atre on Sunday, Easter long-weekend 
still has excitement in store.
From roller derby to laughter yoga, 
this weekend is loaded with interesting 
things to do that will leave all those Go-
tye ticket-holders begging to exchange 
stories by Monday.
The Terminal City Rollergirls’ sixth 
season kicks off with a doubleheader 
in Kerrisdale on Friday at 6 p.m. Tick-
ets to watch the all-girl contact sport in 
action are available at the door for $20. 
Riot Girls’ co-captain, nicknamed 
Hittin’ Miss #MG-42, will be rolling 
with her teammates against The Bad 
Reputations in the night’s first match-
up.
“I’m a washed up jock, so mostly the 
athletic challenge (drew me to derby), 
but the action packed technicolour 
ruckus of it all was a definite pull as 
well,” she said on the team’s website. 
“Who in their wrong mind could re-
sist?”
If you liked the sport enough, you 
can join roller derby’s Raw Meat Van-
couver Roller Skating the very next 
day for $7 at Thunderbird Community 
Centre. There, new skaters learn the 
ropes in a non-contact two-hour ses-
sion every Saturday.
But if technicolour ruckus isn’t real-
ly your thing, technicolour comic 
books might be. Saturday morning 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. the Scottish Cul-
tural Centre is hosting the Pop Culture 
Collectibles Fair and Computer Swap. 
Electronics dealers and collectors will 
be offering up everything from cell 
phones to vintage comics and die-cast 
models. Tickets are $3 at the door.
If comics don’t make your belly roll, 
Open Door Yoga invites yogis to come 
for an hour of laughter yoga on Sunday 
at 3 p.m. for $5. Stretch yourself silly, 
literally, and be led through a series of 
yoga exercises designed to make you 
laugh.
“That’s so weird because I thought 
yoga required some kind of silence,” 
said Sherif Serour. For more informa-
tion on the events:
www.terminalcityrollergirls.com/
www.fun-promo.com/
www.opendooryoga.bc.ca/
A story about Alzheimer’s 
disease and past mysteries 
starts performances at the 
Revue Stage April 5 
BLUEPRINT EVENTS photo
World famous artists and producers will take over Vancouver this weekend at the second annual Seasons Electronic Music Festival.
 ARTS CLUB photo
Actor Craig Erickson playing the lead role of David in 
Scar Tissue, an adaptation of Michael Ignatieff’s novel. 
“
Angello 
might be 
as close as 
we get to 
seeing the 
Swedish 
House Ma-
fia in Van-
couver. It’s 
going to 
be crazy in 
there when 
he starts 
playing
DAVIS WESTON 
Arts Club presents Scar Tissue  
Fun events 
for the long 
weekend
By CARA McKENNA
Eliminating just one of five un-healthy habits can increase your life span, according to the results 
of a new Ontario study. 
These habits include smoking, alco-
hol, poor diet, lack of physical activity 
and stress.
Not only do these habits contribute 
to a shorter life expectancy, they also 
affect how well people feel, according 
to the study.
It also found that nearly all Ontari-
ans have at least one of the risk factors 
that are leading to an early death by 
seven years or more in some people. 
Although British Columbians have 
higher life expectancy rates than the 
Canadian average, statistics show that 
roughly one in six British Columbians 
smokes and only about 60 per cent ex-
ercise regularly. 
According to statistics from the B.C. 
Healthy Living Alliance, chronic condi-
tions affect about one-third of British 
Columbians, and that 80 per cent of 
heart disease and half of cancers are 
preventable.
The author of the new study, Doug 
Manuel, says that if everyone makes 
one change by reversing any one of 
these habits, they would live longer. 
“The impact that modifiable behav-
iours have on our health is astound-
ing,” said Manuel in a statement.
“If we all make one change like 
smoking less or being more physically 
active, then collectively we would be 
significantly healthier and live much 
longer.”
Danielle St. Laurent, a publishing 
student at Langara, said she thinks the 
study is interesting and it may be an 
eye opener for some people.
“I think a lot of people out there 
think they’re fireproof and these things 
won’t affect them,” she said. “Maybe it 
will motivate people to change their 
lifestyles around instead of pretending 
the worst can’t happen to them.”
The study was done with research 
from the Institute for Clinical Evalua-
tive Sciences, Public Health Ontario, 
the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 
and the University of Ottawa.
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These eco-fashions are from designer Jennifer Bell, whose creations are among those being featured at Eco Fashion Week on April 10. 
Recycled clothing, new styles 
Designer Jennifer Bell’s creations showcased at Eco Fashion Week
By DANA BOWEN
E
co Fashion Week is less than a 
week away, and Jennifer Bell is 
one of several other designers 
and stylists who will be showcas-
ing their original ideas for environ-
mentally-friendly fashion.
Bell became inspired to officially 
start her first clothing line three 
months ago when she received positive 
comments on her Facebook page for 
her clothes.
The designer takes old dresses that 
have been torn, stained or have fallen 
apart and creates new and modern 
pieces from it. 
“[My outfits are] mostly made from 
anything going to the dump,” said Bell. 
“I take it apart, revamp and make it 
more modern for people to wear to-
day.” 
She will be working alongside Nata-
lie Strzelecka from Bitru Fariel, a jew-
elry designer in Eco Fashion Week. 
Bell is making the outfits to go along 
with Strzelecka’s jewelry.  
Strzelecka’s designs are made out of 
natural materials such as rocks, pum-
ice, coins, cinnamon and more.
The 40-year-old designer signed up 
for Eco Fashion Week as a volunteer 
with no intention of showcasing, but 
when she discovered one of the design-
ers had dropped out, Bell’s coordinator 
got her the position to partner with 
Fariel.
“It’s shocking to go from just start-
ing out to being a part of Eco Fashion 
Week,” she said.
Bell said she makes clothing on the 
side, while her regular job is as a swim 
coach. 
She said she is going to Eco Fashion 
Week because she wants to get a taste 
of what it is like to be a part of the show.
Bell was also given the opportunity 
to showcase at New York Fashion Week 
as a new designer. She is still consider-
ing the offer, however, because in order 
to be in the fashion show, she will have 
to make two or three sizes of each out-
fit, but she said she wants to keep her 
designs one-of-a-kind.
“It’s an ethical choice for me,” she 
said.
Bell said her favourite designs from 
her line are the ones made out of paper 
and the ones that are 100 per cent recy-
clable.  
“It’s the inspiration of it,” said Bell. 
“Maybe people will think before they 
throw their [garbage] out.”
Eco Fashion Week will be at Robson 
Square from April 10 to 12.  Bell’s show 
starts at 8 p.m. on the first day.
By BRANDON REID
Picky females throughout the ani-mal kingdom who insist on wait-ing for the right guy are promot-
ing the survival of their species, 
according to UBC zoologists. 
The new study details how selective 
mating maintains the long-term coexis-
tence of different species. 
“The thing about different species is 
people think about them as having 
adapted to the environment,” said Lei-
then M’Gonigle, a UBC zoologist.
But he says this theory doesn’t ex-
plain how species coexist with other 
species that have similar behaviors and 
diets.
“We’ve moved sexual selection…
from a backseat role to a driver’s seat 
role as a possible explanation for the 
diversity in the world,” he said. “Picky 
females…prevent mixing of the differ-
ent species, so you end up with these 
nice mating groups.”
He added that new species will form 
out of mating preferences. For exam-
ple, a new species could  be created out 
of male purple fish and the females 
who find them attractive.
“In and around Africa, you have 
these cichlids, which are these fish that 
are extremely diverse; there are thou-
sands of species that seem to be doing 
exactly the same thing,” said 
M’Gonigle. “The main thing that seems 
to be different is their mating traits, so 
the colours of the males and the prefer-
ences of those females.”
He says two conditions have to be 
met for this theory to be true.
First, environmental resources — 
food and nesting sites — must be 
clumped and spread out so animals can 
form groups around these “hotspots.”
Second, females must pay a cost for 
being picky such as by wasting energy 
by avoiding undesirable males. 
These conditions occur in most habi-
tats, says M’Gonigle. 
As a result, groups of animals with 
similar sexual preferences form a spe-
cies overtime. 
He predicts this theory will be rele-
vant to many species.
“It’s definitely plausible to think that 
sexual selection, the evolution that oc-
curs through mate choice, is happening 
in humans,” he said. “I wouldn’t go as 
far to say that our model would explain 
the maintenance of diversity in hu-
mans though.”
“I’m picky with things like where I 
live, products I buy, who I’m friends 
with,” said Julia Hughes, an arts and 
science transfer student, agreeing that 
females are picky. “I think it’s fairly ac-
curate.” Poor habits may lead to early demise
Even cutting out one 
unhealthy choice can lead 
to a longer life span and 
better health, says study
Picky women 
may be on to 
something
UBC zoologists say female 
mating preferences can 
result in the evolution of  
whole new animal species 
1	 Smoking 
2	 Alcohol
 
3	 Poor diet
4	 Lack of physical 
activity
5	 Stress
Source: Study by Doug Manuel 
POOR 
habits
“It’s shock-
ing to go 
from just 
starting 
out to be-
ing a part 
of Eco 
Fashion 
Week.
JENNIFER BELL
Vancouver 
designer
Mating habits of picky females can 
actually lead to new species.
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esterday, the City of Vancou-
ver announced the addition of 
12 new food carts to the 
downtown core.
Bring it on, I say. Food carts are 
delicious and add to the city’s food 
culture.
Some restaurant owners are 
worried that the carts are eating 
into their revenues. 
Ian Tostenson, president of the 
British Columbia Restaurant and 
Foodservice Association, told CTV 
news he was concerned that the 
market would be saturated by too 
many options and no one would end 
up making money.
But these complaints are need-
less: food carts cater to a different 
clientele than restaurants do. These 
carts are for people on the go, who 
may want something fast but 
different from the usual fast-food 
fare like a hotdog or hamburger.
“What we found is that most 
people really enjoy being able to eat 
quickly on the street, and it is a very 
different consumer from those who 
are eating at the restaurants and 
cafés,” said Vancouver Mayor 
Gregor Robertson on Monday.
And if food 
carts are taking 
away from 
established 
businesses, then 
why has Japadog 
established a 
storefront along 
Robson Street 
and in New York, 
while maintaining 
its local carts? 
What makes 
the recent 
proposal particularly tantalizing is 
the prospect of buying this delicious 
food in the heart of Stanley Park. 
The possibility of savouring some 
mild Indian curry while watching 
the sunset along the seawall sounds 
quite delightful.
Also, food carts promote entrepre-
neurship. Vancouver’s prohibitive 
lease rates can discourage small 
business owners from attempting to 
set up a business of their own. In the 
city core, rates range from $180 - 
$220 per square foot on a monthly 
basis.
By contrast, food carts pay a $1000 
dollar license, plus applicable 
parking fees. This lowered cost lets 
owners pay attention to their 
creative culinary niche. 
Now, consider Portland, Oregon. 
The city has nearly 700 food carts 
- that’s 12 carts per 10,000 people.    
Vancouver prides itself for its 
diverse, cosmopolitan personality. 
Isn’t it fitting that our selection of 
food be equally diverse?  
Food carts add to the city
Fight for 
trans rights 
goes beyond 
pageant
The world’s attention has been caught by a blonde bombshell named Jenna Talackova who 
was kicked out of the Miss Universe 
Canada beauty pageant in March 
because she is transgendered. 
After intense media scrutiny, 
Miss Universe Canada has said they 
will allow Talackova to compete if 
she meets Canadian “legal gender 
requirements.” Talackova has hired 
a high-profile American lawyer, 
Gloria Allred, who has threatened 
legal action if pageant organizers do 
not allow Talackova to compete. 
Talackova’s plight has shone a 
spotlight on society’s continuing 
discomfort with people who don’t 
conform to gender norms. The 
support she’s received, including 
over 41,000 signatures on an online 
petition, shows how the public can 
be galvanized – and fascinated by – 
a beautiful person going up against 
unfair rules. 
Hopefully, Talackova’s supporters 
will look beyond her rather unusual 
case to other 
forms of discrimi-
nation transgen-
dered people face 
in Canada. 
Most Canadi-
ans don’t think 
twice about 
hopping on a 
plane. But plane 
travel is the 
number one issue 
today for many 
trans people, says Marie Little, chair 
of Vancouver’s Trans Alliance 
Society. That’s because in July 2011, 
the federal government quietly put 
new rules into place that state that 
if “a passenger does not appear to 
be of the gender indicated on the 
identification he or she presents,” 
the passenger shouldn’t be allowed 
to board the plane. 
Although no one has been 
stopped yet, says Little, the rule has 
created enough anxiety amongst 
transgendered people that many 
have postponed travel plans. Little 
notes that while airlines are 
obviously not yet enforcing the rule, 
airlines and individual security 
screeners can face hefty fines for 
not following the guideline.
So if you signed the online 
petition urging Miss Universe 
Canada to let Jenna Talackova 
compete, consider taking a look at 
the online petition to change the 
Aeronautics Act. Just Google it.
A new method of credit and debit card theft is worrying consum-ers worldwide – and keeping 
your hands in your pockets is all 
police can suggest.
E-pickpocketing is achieved with 
the help of a wireless reader as 
opposed to a conventional bare 
hand, and by simply hovering the 
phone-accessible device over an 
unsuspecting victim’s wallet, a 
laundry list of personal information 
can be gained by the culprit.
The e-pickpocket can scan cards 
through wallets and clothing 
(pockets and coats, for example), but 
apparently cannot scan through 
human flesh. Police are recommend-
ing people keep their hand over 
their wallet to prevent the theft.
With each new advancement in 
the world of hacking, it seems as 
though it becomes less and less 
likely that a theft-free world will 
ever come to pass, 
a frustrating 
reality for consum-
ers. The fact that it 
is actually even 
being suggested 
that people must 
walk with their 
hands in their 
pockets at all times 
to avoid theft is 
comedic, and a true 
testament to just 
how society has 
failed to protecting us from theft.
Thomas Cannon, of ViaForensics 
digital security, recently demon-
strated the shocking new technol-
ogy in a television feature for 
Britain’s Channel 4 News, and 
stunned many with his admission of 
just how easy it is for a hacker to 
access information most would 
think is undetectable.
“All I did was I tap my phone over 
your wallet, and using the wireless 
reader on the phone I was able to lift 
out the details from your card,” said 
Cannon. 
The e-pickpocketing software is 
also able to bypass the security 
chips recently enabled on cards such 
as Visa and American Express.
Criminal behaviour does indeed 
evolve with the times, and there is 
definite cause for concern.
OPINION
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OPINION
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E-thievery precautions laughable 
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Fare evaders skip out on fines
Green Party says those who don’t pay for fare should be punished
By HAYLEY DOCTOR
N
DP leader Adrian Dix may have 
recently avoided being ticketed 
by TransLink for fare evasion, 
but his experience is atypical. 
Many other riders in the Lower 
Mainland haven’t been so lucky, with 
an average of 150 tickets being issued 
per day over the last 14 months. 
According to ICBC, those 64,000 tick-
ets add up to almost $11 million in fines. 
Not paying for transit means a $173 
fine if you get caught, but the provin-
cial Green Party thinks the penalty 
should be stiffened and enforced more.
“Passengers found without proof of 
payment on SkyTrain should be re-
moved from the train/station and fined 
with no exceptions ensuring that all 
people are treated equal, eliminating 
bias based on gender, age, race or po-
litical affiliation,” the Green Party said 
in a statement released yesterday.
The party also suggested a sliding 
scale, so that those who pay their fines 
quickly aren’t subject to the same costs 
as someone who waits for a year. 
But only one out of eight tickets that 
were issued were paid in full. 
That means Translink is missing out 
on almost $10 million, money that could 
go towards transit system improve-
ments.
“It’s completely the honour system,” 
said Jordan Bateman, BC Director for 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation. “If the 
honour system isn’t going to work for 
the $3.50 fare, it’s never going to work 
for a $173 fine.”
Translink estimates about four per 
cent of riders don’t pay fares.
Karena Tchakedjian, an arts and sci-
ence transfer student believes that not 
paying for transit is equal to any other 
crime. 
“I always pay or show my bus pass 
whenever I get on the train or the bus. I 
feel like if you don’t pay for a ticket, 
then you’re just stealing,” said 
Tchakedjian. 
“What if you got caught stealing 
from a store? It’s totally the same 
thing!”
Vancouver mayor connects with local residents 
through blogger-led social media conversation
By LEV JACKSON
As more and more Canadians are travelling abroad for medical pro-cedures, researchers at Simon 
Fraser University are now studying the 
industry of medical tourism and the 
impact it has on both patients and 
health services alike.
Health researcher Valerie Crooks 
created the SFU Medical Tourism Re-
search Group (MTRG).
She said very little academic re-
search has been done on the industry’s 
size, ethics, risks and the effects it has 
on developing countries’ health servic-
es. 
“We definitely heard from Canadi-
ans that went abroad that online testi-
monials they read are very instrumen-
tal in their decision,” said Crooks. 
“This is one of the ways the industry 
[medical tourism] is thriving.” 
Crooks said that individuals inter-
ested in medical procedures don’t have 
enough neutral or third party informa-
tion at the moment, and that their usu-
al source of information is biased.
“The testimonials are typically from 
people who had very positive experi-
ences, but what about those who didn’t 
have positive experiences? Those are 
voices that are hard to hear from.”
People often go to other countries 
for surgery because the procedure isn’t 
covered by Medicare or is simply un-
available in Canada. 
“I think traditionally people think 
Canadians go because of the waitlist, 
and the Americans go because of care 
cost. In the research I’ve done, we 
found it is a much more complex issue,” 
said Crooks.
Many Canadians are going to coun-
ties like India for orthopedic surgeries 
to avoid the long waits for the proce-
dure in Canada.
One procedure that is not readily 
available in Canada is hip resurfacing, 
an alternative to a total hip replace-
ment (THR). 
Regardless of whether medical tour-
ism is a viable option for an individual, 
Crooks stressed that it is best to be in-
formed about both the positives and 
the negatives of the procedure before 
they commit.
SFU team 
researching
medical
tourism
Researchers are 
exploring the impact of 
medical procedures abroad
BY CARiSSA THORpE
Yesterday afternoon Mayor Gregor Robertson fielded questions from Vancouverites via Twitter in an 
hour-long live chat. 
At the event led by local bloggers 
Vancouver Is Awesome and Miss604, 
the Vancouver mayor discussed every-
thing from his cat to playoff beards to 
his appearance on George Stroumbou-
lopoulos Tonight to cycling and transit 
issues. 
“Social media is a means of commu-
nicating with the public. It is an effec-
tive way to actually express ideas and 
receive feedback . . . [and] hopefully 
engage a younger population which is 
more used to this form of communica-
tion who may be a bit disillusioned 
with politics,” said Langara business 
management instructor Deland Jessop. 
The availability of politicians 
through social media such as Robert-
son’s chat can be good or bad, depend-
ing on the response from other users, 
Jessop said.
Timmins-James Bay MP Charlie An-
gus closed his Twitter account over the 
weekend. 
In a letter entitled “Why I’m Saying 
Goodbye to Twitter” that appeared on 
the Canadian Huffington Post on Mon-
day, Angus pointed to what he de-
scribed as Twitter’s shortcomings as a 
reason he was quitting. 
He listed Twitter’s lack of fact-check-
ing and users’ sense of anonymity 
when posting negative comments as 
two reasons he would be leaving the 
popular social media platform.
Jessop said social media can help 
politicians engage with the younger 
generation in a way they are comfort-
able with.
 Using a platform they know has the 
potential to empower them to be more 
involved in politics. 
“Obama would be the perfect exam-
ple of using these tools effectively and 
motivating youth to turn out in record 
numbers,” said Jessop. 
Jessop also said that social media 
gives politicians another channel to 
reach their audience. 
“If you are not using it and your po-
litical opponents are, then they will 
own this market,” said Jessop.
“It would not be a good idea to sur-
render such a potentially powerful me-
dium to a competitor. It would hurt 
your brand tremendously if others are 
being heard and you are not.”
HAYLEY DOCTOR photo
With some passengers treating fare payment as an “honour system,” the Green Party says fines and penalties must be more severe.
“What if 
you got 
caught 
stealing 
from a 
store? It’s 
totally 
the same 
thing!
KARENA
TCHAKEDJiAN
Despite a 
Canadian 
MP’s recent 
departure 
from social 
media
platform, 
Gregor 
Robertson
encourages
dialogue 
with local
community 
on Twitter
FILE PHOTO
Gregor Robertson demonstrated his 
social media skills Tuesday.
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Paintball =  good, messy, fun
A look inside the sport considered “a nice alternative to video games”
Basketball a tool for youth mentorship
From advice on hygiene 
to shooting three-pointers, 
Night Hoops offers it all 
for at-risk teenagers
Canucks fans 
appalled over 
price increase
Costlier tickets have some 
Langara students staying 
at home for on-ice action
By Alex Skerdzhev
Canucks fans hoping to experience live games on a tight budget are being left out in the rain, as Van-
couver’s favourite team announced 
they are no longer offering the $90 
standing room playoff tickets on a per 
game basis.
The tickets went on sale last Satur-
day, but instead of regular standing 
room tickets, the cheapest ones avail-
able will now be $135 seats.
Victor de Bonis, Canucks chief oper-
ating officer, explained the new prices 
in a text sent to Vancouver Sun.
“Last year, we had a $90 standing-
room location and all of those seats are 
sold on a season ticket basis,” he said. 
“The equivalent to the $135 price last 
year was $130.”
These ticket price inflations are 
tough to swallow as is, but even more 
so for students, who are not generally 
known for having large sums of money 
lying around.
Ryan Fourier, 19, is a self-professed 
“big Canucks fan,” but the Langara 
arts and sciences student says the 
price increase has definitely dampened 
his enthusiasm.
“It’s a little disappointing, I mean, I 
am a college student making minimum 
wage, and it’s tough to afford tickets 
sometimes. I don’t have a lot of dispos-
able income,” he said.
Fourier said he now has to cut back 
on his stadium visits. “Combined with 
prices for food and beer there, it’s defi-
nitely going to change the frequency I 
go to games.”
He’s not alone. Rick Crowe, a 40-year-
old aboriginal studies student, said he 
was really let down by the new prices.
“The $90 was too much already, so it 
doesn’t make me happier,” he said.
“I can’t see myself going to a game in 
the near future. Maybe once I get out of 
school and get a job.”
Kai Zablan said he never buys tick-
ets to the games, but he knows many 
friends that do. The 18-year-old student 
said that despite the increase, he might 
still attend a game or two.
“I would probably still buy tickets to 
go to the game, but I would probably 
stay home and watch it more often.”
By JAcquie richArdSon
P
aintball is one of North Ameri-
ca’s top grossing sports, accord-
ing to paintballer Matthew Jant-
zi, whose professional 
paintballing career has taken him 
around North America and all over the 
world.
  “It started out with BB gun wars 
and pellet gun wars,” said Jantzi of 
how he and his friends got into the 
sport. “Once [our] parents discovered 
all this was going on, our guns got tak-
en away and I had to find something 
else to do.”
In 2002 Jantzi’s team, Cartel, won the 
National Professional Paintball 
League’s World Cup. 
There are, he said, three different 
kinds of paintball. 
The first is called scenario, in which 
teams act out a real-life event from his-
tory. For example, on March 25 Jantzi’s 
company, Tsawwassen Paintball, re-
staged the epic Second World War Bat-
tle of Stalingrad, with two armies, one 
German and the other Russian. 
The German team, who were on 
tanks, tried to break through Russian 
lines to get to a certain point in the field 
and locate certain objects, while the 
Russian team had to gain German ter-
ritory and immobilize German tanks. 
The second type is called woodsball. 
This is where teams compete in the 
woods or a natural environment.
The third type is called airball. This 
is played in an open field with inflat-
able objects called bunkers that play-
ers hide behind and then emerge from 
to shoot. 
This game is the most competitive of 
the three, says Jantzi. The others are 
more recreational.
On April 6, North Shore Paintball 
will host a special Easter event. The top 
prize is a $1,000, fully modified and ful-
ly automatic paint gun that shoots 20 
balls a second. The aim of the game is 
to shoot the Easter bunny, who is 
played by a person and guarded by five 
other paintballers, in the head. 
It costs $25 to play. To register show 
up at 9 a.m. at the North Shore Paint-
ball on Capilano Road.  
Andy Chong, who manages North 
Shore Paintball, has played in Asia, Eu-
rope and all over the U.S. “It’s a nice 
alternative to video games,” he said. 
New Westminster Secondary has 
even incorporated the game into its 
summer P.E. curriculum, he said. 
“I shot Will Smith in the ass” laughs 
Chong, whose list of celebrity play-
mates range from boy band Soul Deci-
sion, to actor Mark Wahlberg, and the 
Vancouver Canucks. 
On April 28 and 29, Tsawwassen 
Paintball will host the West Coast Clas-
sic Paintball Tournament. Teams must 
register by 10 a.m. April 27.
By Michelle GAMAGe 
The sport that keeps at-risk teens out of trouble is wrapping up its 16th season. 
Night Hoops is a basketball organi-
zation created in 1996 when a Liberal 
MP noticed the high rate of youth crime 
on Friday and Saturday nights. 
The program creates a safe and 
healthy environment for inner city 
Vancouver and Burnaby teens to es-
cape to during weekends. 
“[It creates] the feeling of belonging, 
of being on a team which teaches com-
mitment, cooperation, leadership, and 
a lot of the skills that transfer directly 
into the work field, and into life,” said 
Chad Cowles, Night Hoops program co-
ordinator. 
Teens get referred to the organiza-
tion by counsellors, teachers, social 
workers, probation officers or the po-
lice because they are considered to be 
at high risk for getting into trouble 
with the law. 
The coaches also encourage teens to 
join simply for the love of basketball, or 
for a social outlet. 
Three divisions – junior boys, ages 13 
to 15; junior girls, ages 13 to 18; and se-
nior boys, ages 16 to 18 – practise on 
Friday evenings and compete on Satur-
day at 13 different locations, including 
the Burnaby Youth Custody Services 
Centre. 
A team of senior boys travels to the 
centre Saturday evening to play against 
the junior offenders, whose offences 
range from theft to murder. 
The junior offenders earn the right 
to play in the two-hour-game by dem-
onstrating good behavior throughout 
the week. 
“It’s an ultra positive experience for 
the youth to see that it’s a fine line, and 
a few bad decisions that can get you in 
trouble with the law,” said Cowles. 
“It’s always a mutually beneficial ex-
perience, despite the visiting team of-
ten being quite nervous while being 
there.” 
The organization’s fitness focus 
helped it score around $40,000 worth of 
donated gym time, but Night Hoops is 
also about teaching youth life skills, 
said Cowles. 
The coaches host mandatory work-
shops before games on personal hy-
giene, the importance of sleep, sexual 
health, nutrition, careers and whatever 
else the coach or the team feels they 
need to talk about. 
“It’s surprising,” said Cowles. “Some 
of the youth sometimes don’t know 
how to use deodorant. Some of the sim-
plest workshops can have the most im-
pact.” 
This year over 100 girls and 250 boys 
participated in the season that runs 
from Jan. 1 till April 21. 
The season concludes with the up-
coming 16th Anniversary Night Hoops 
Championship Event. 
“[The team] turns into a family,” said 
Cowles. “It really provides youth with a 
lot of support.” 
REUTERS photo
Canucks forward Ryan Kesler battles 
Edmonton Oilers’ Corey Potter in ‘11.
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A picture of 
a paintballer 
playing what 
is known as 
woodsball, 
which is  
paintball 
played in the 
woods or 
another natural 
environment. 
Two major 
paintball 
events will 
be held this 
month: a 
special 
Easter event 
put on by North 
Shore Paintball 
on April 6, and 
the West Coast 
Classic put on 
by Tsawwassen 
Paintball on 
April 28 and 29.
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